POLES,   UKRAINIANS    AND   SALTS
new stage of all-but-war between Poland and Germany,
the Polish Ukrainians have subscribed as enthusiastic-
ally as the Poles themselves to the National Defence
Fund. %It would be incautious to over-estimate the
importance of so sudden and so marked a change, and
it would be inaccurate to suggest that there is anything
like the warm Pan-Slav sympathy which exists between
Bulgars and Serbs as yet, but there is certainly a new
feeling between the Poles and Ukrainians that they
have a common Slav interest to defend against
Germany. In the Russian Ukraine the Soviet Govern-
ment's propaganda has naturally been strengthened by
the "fascist betrayal" of the Carpatho-Ukraine, and
among the Ukrainians in Roumania it seems that a pro-
Russian has succeeded to a pro-German sentiment.
That their large Ukrainian population should
genuinely stand on their side against Germany now
became more important than it had ever been before
to the Poles. For the shortening of Germany's
frontiers through the seizure of Bohemia and Moravia
and Germany's encircling move into Slovakia directly
menaced the Poles. Indeed the new position of the
German troops in Slovakia more than cancelled out
the change in Ruthenia, for the common Polish-
Hungarian frontier idea, as envisaged by the Poles,
had always included the annexation of Slovakia by
Hungary with the cession of small districts in the
north to Poland. As for Germany's occupation of
Memel-land, while Lithuanian popular feeling has
certainly become more anti-German and far less anti-
Polish since March, the Lithuanian Republic is actually
helpless before Germany, and immediately after the